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Our GuidingOur Guiding
ForceForce

Mrs. A. Dass, the
Principal of our school,

La Martiniere Girls'
College, has been the

shining light in the
darkest of storms that

allowed us to steer
ourselves safely to the
shore. Always striving

for perfection, her
wisdom and her

dedication has been a
constant source of
motivation for the

students.



From the Principal's DeskFrom the Principal's Desk  
These days one doesn't hear the splash of water from the pool or the sound of

hymns drifting from the Tennis Court. One doesn't see Basketball matches being
played or the girls running through the corridors. One doesn't hear the bell ring
after lessons or see the girls mill about the Gandhi Corner. The lockdown has hit

us hard.   
 

While we don’t see these otherwise usual sights, I hear about all the activities the
girls are taking up. How they are working on initiatives to bring their ideas to life.

I hear about all the setbacks, the little failures and disappointments. Yet, I know
that when the mist of those 3 a.m. tears clears, the girls are filled with a sense of

greater determination and take up their tasks once again, with a newfound vigour.
We know how all of them are the embodiment of the Martinian spirit, how they

labour constantly and aim to succeed.  
 

While I miss the chaos and activity of regular life, I am filled with a sense of
immense pride when I hear about the challenges taken up by the students. All their

hard work and effort proves that they are Martinians, not only in presence, but
also in spirit.        

 
La Martiniere Girls’ College saw the rise of ‘change makers’, our students

supporting those in need of our help, providing them not only the necessary
knowledge but also the courage to face this standstill the world witnessed. With

this lockdown, Team LMGC was put to the test and I say it with no small amount of
pride that it passed with flying colours. 

 
The manner in which LMGC continues to stand strong, providing the best of

learning to its students, the staff is to take a bow for it. Keeping the safety of the
La Martiniere family as our top priority, we decided upon going online. We

commenced our online classes in July, 2020. Conventional teaching was no longer
an option and our team adapted beautifully to means which were definitely

uncomfortable and took getting used to. I would like to thank the teachers, the
staff members and the students for their undeterred support. I do realise the

change was not easy to adapt to, however, they rose above the situation with love
and care. Their resilience, unwavering drive and the way they gave their best was
inspiring and commendable. It goes on to show that with perseverance comes the

strength to stand up to any challenge life might pose our way. 
 

I hope that we continue to keep the maxim of La Martiniere, ‘Labore-et-Constantia’
true to our hearts forever.
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Vive La Martiniere
 
 
 



ForewordForeword
“What if 2020 isn’t cancelled? 

What if 2020 is the year we’ve been waiting for? 
A year we finally accept the need for change. Declare change. 

Work for the change. Become the change. 2020 isn’t cancelled, but
rather the most important year of them all.” -Leslie Dwight. 

 

Life is like photography: capture the bright moments and use the
negatives to develop. Surrender to the change and emerge more
powerfully than you’ve ever been. The pandemic brought the entire
world to a screeching standstill, but the students of La Martiniere
Girls' College refused to be cowed down by the changing times. We
rose to the challenge and focused on becoming the best ever versions
of ourselves. 

We, as students, are grateful to our teachers, and would like to thank
them for making online classes efficient and fun for us. The “offline
to online” transition was not easy and yet our teachers made online
learning the best alternative to “conventional studying”, be it
showing videos or making the session interactive or even conducting
online quizzes (Everybody say Kahoot!). Thank you teachers for
learning as well as teaching us how entertaining an unconventional
way of education can be. 

We learned a valuable lesson and realised our duty towards those
who needed help when the pandemic hit us all. The students took it
upon themselves to help others in their time of need and become the
‘change makers’ of the society. The Martinian spirit shines ever so
brightly within us. We are ready to face the world in a new light,
radiating perseverance, hope and courage. 

- Aaratrika Tewari, Anushka Sharma and Almas Fatima Baqri
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It’s 9 a.m. 
I wear my tie and connect to the Wi-Fi, and just before the class

begins,
I hear shoes shuffling down the corridors, faint giggles and hushed

whispers; and then a thousand voices echo: 
'All things bright and beautiful...'

I pause and I wonder, do they hear it too?

It's almost August. 
I wear my tie and connect to the Wi-Fi, and just before the class

begins,
I sense a wave approaching – a wave of excitement, of cheers, of

camaraderie; and then a thousand voices echo:
 'Go Cal Go! Go Lucknow Go!...'

I pause and I wonder, do they sense it too?

It's getting cold.
 I wear my tie and connect to the Wi-Fi, and just before the class

begins,
I smell candles and cake while the story of Bethlehem unfolds on

stage; and then a thousand voices echo: 
'Silent night...'

I pause and I wonder, do they smell it too?

It's time to say goodbye. 
I wear my tie and connect to the Wi-Fi, and just before the class

begins,
I see the quiet old Neem Tree and a familiar road leading out to the

portals of the place we call home; and a thousand voices echo: 
‘Till we meet again…’

I pause and I wonder, do they see it too?
- Ananya Agarwal (College Captain, 2020-2021)
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      s the world spent the last two years grappling with the pandemic,
I have often wondered what ‘school’ must mean to the thousands of
young Martinians sitting behind their computer screens; if school
still means all those things–big or small–which generations of older
girls have considered deeply Martinian. As the senior-most batch of
the school in the academic year 2020-21, we witnessed the sharp
turnaround in the meaning of school-life, perhaps most closely.
However, as the year unfolded, the Martiniere family quickly rose to
the challenge of adapting to the new meaning of school thrust upon
us.

Taking the first major steps, the teachers underwent extensive
training in early 2020 to conduct online lessons. Making
presentations, assigning and checking homework online, dealing
effectively with any glitches that came along the way, not once did
they allow these online classes to lack the quality of offline ones. If,
somewhere along the way, they had mysteriously acquired the
ability to know at which precise moment they had to ask which
particular student to switch on her camera and unmute 
herself, well, we knew better than to question the versatility 
of our teachers by this point.

Following our teachers’ example, the student body 
tried to adapt to the changing times and so came up 
with the idea of creating LMGC’s very own News Channel
on YouTube, ‘The Week That Was’, which aimed to 
present concise and unbiased news especially catering 
to students. The project transformed our girls into 
professional news anchors and investigative 
journalists overnight, complete with a VFX 
team that could give Marvel Studios a run 
for their money. Hyperboles apart, 
it was an enriching experience for 
the girls from the Senior School, 
who, under the able guidance of  
teachers, ran the channel 
successfully for six weeks.

A
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On the 13th of September, LMGC organised an online Founder’s Day
service to commemorate the life of our Founder, Major General
Claude Martin. While hosting the first online function of the school
came with its own set of challenges, the countless hours spent in
preparation for the event were rewarded with the Service coming
together flawlessly, allowing us to pay tribute to the founding father.

The closure of the offline school failed to deter LMGC from
continuing the holistic development of its students. Throughout the
school year, students took part in several prestigious competitions,
including Constantia at La Martiniere College, Comfest at Seth MR
Jaipuria School, Welham Girls’ School Debates, and La Martiniere
Model United Nations, to name a few. MOSAIC, the Art Club of
LMGC, brought an innovative twist to co-curriculars, as it organised
‘Artistry Relief’ – an art competition open to all classes in which all
paintings were put up for auction and proceeds donated to charity.
Similarly, a music competition was organised for all classes,
wherein entries were received in an online format, allowing the
young musicians of our school to pursue their talents from the safety
of their homes.

For the first time in the history of the two schools,
the much-awaited Martin Memorial Debate , which takes 
place between La Martiniere College and La Martiniere 
Girls’ College, was conducted online. As students, teachers,
parents and alumni watched the two teams go up against one 
another, the comments section of the live stream was filled
with considerably more verbal sparring than was involved 
in the actual debate. The evening ended with a victory
for LMGC, as the girls brought home the virtual 
Winning Team trophy as well as the Best 
Speaker  Award.

One event that holds a special place 
in all Martinians’ hearts, is the 'Cantata'. 
This year, the Annual Carol Service 
was conducted online, and it was 
through the unrelenting 04
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efforts and boundless talent of the College Choir that we got to
witness a perfectly coordinated rendition of the carols we know and
love on screen. The nativity play was performed by boarders at
school, while the readers read their parts from their homes and all of
this was coordinated and presented in the form of a nostalgia-
evoking Carol Service.

Mother Teresa once said, “We ourselves feel that what we are doing is
just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less because of that
missing drop.” The pandemic hit India hard. In these unfortunate
times, the girls of La Martiniere proved that the principles and morals
imparted to them by the school run deeper than the surface, and they
did not hesitate to “take up the mantle of change.” The challenges
being faced by the society were numerous and varied, ergo so were
the solutions the students came up with. From initiatives to make
online education accessible to underprivileged children, to an
organisation to combat the stigma attached with mental health 
issues triggered by lockdown, to raising funds to donate a 
ventilator at a local hospital; all of these initiatives led by 
our girls proved that the Martinian spirit of taking 
a stand and making a change prevails even in the 
most difficult of times. 

As the College Captain of La Martiniere Girls' College in the year
defined by several such new activities as well as the old ones packaged
in an entirely new format, the experience was, to say the 
least, challenging yet rewarding. On behalf of the 
Office Bearers of 2020-21, I would like to thank
all the teachers, especially Mrs. Dass for 
going out of their way to guide us
through this year of many firsts, 
encouraging us in all of our
undertakings and being the pillar of
support we could always look to.

05



 As the year drew to a close, one thing became distinctly apparent –
the meaning of school might have changed, or at least, been altered
for a while, but what endures is the Martinian spirit. Sure, we
couldn’t flood our teachers with hand-written cards and a “surprise”
entertainment programme in the auditorium on Teachers’ Day;
instead, we surprised them differently (read: actually) with a video
compilation delivered to their phones at the stroke of midnight, the
responses to which left us teary-eyed. 

Sure, tiny fingers did not slide masterfully to fold heaps of paper
bags to be dutifully submitted to the rather uncompromising
P.A.L.S. representatives; instead, young Martinians ventured out
into the streets of Lucknow, being the ‘Change Makers’ that their city
needed. Sure, we wouldn’t be leafing through the shiny, freshly
printed pages of this much anticipated School Magazine;  instead, an
alumna in some part of the world will be reliving LMGC, scrolling
through the pages of  ‘The Blue & Gold’.

Sure, we had to find new ways to reach each other, we 
had to overcome not one but many obstacles, face 
challenges we had never before; we fell, we got
up, we grew, but one thing remained unchanged –
‘Labore et Constantia’, and LMGC once again 
proved that it is more than just an institution; it is
a family, a sentiment, a home, and anything else
we need it to be.
 
VIVE LA MARTINIERE.

Ananya Agarwal 
(College Captain, 2020-2021)
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CHAHAK BHARTIYA  
SANIYA  SAROSH 

ZOYA  AZHAR SAYEDA 
ARIKA  AGARWAL  

ARYA  MISHRA 
DEVANGI  DUBE  
ZAAINA  HUSAIN

ANANYA AGARWAL  
KAMALAKSHI  S INGH 

SARA BATOOL  
KULSOOM R IZAVI  

SHUBHI  DUBEY  
DEVANGI  S INGH 

ISHA  S INGH 
SAMEEKSHA S INGHAL
SHAMBHAVI  KRISHNA 

SOUMYA ARORA 
AAKARSHI  SR IVASTAVA

ANANYA T IWARI  
ANUSHKA PATHAK 
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VAISHNAVI  TR IPATHI  
BHAVIKA  SRIVASTAVA 
MANJ ISTHA  MAURYA 

ANUSHA MAHESHWARI  
KAVYA KOHLI  

PAAVNI  DEWAN
SHYAMALI  TEWARI  

SMRIT I  DHAWAN 
SUSHRITA  SHARMA

VIDHI  SHARMA 
JASNAM KAUR CHHABRA 

KANAKSHREE
TRISHA  AGARWAL  
GAURIE  RAUTELA  

SHUBHI  S IKKA 
SUHANI  PATEL  

SANSKRIT I  KHOSLA
AISHANYA GUPTA  

INSHA FAT IMA 
KHUSHI  DEY

RIDDHI  DANANI
SHUBHANGI  D IX IT  
RAMSHA QURESHI
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SHRIA  AGRAWAL  
SHIFA  SHAFIQUE  
MAHI  AGARWAL  

ANUSHKA SHARMA 
NANDINI  UPADHYAYA 

ISHA  ZAHEER
SAUMYA LAL

AARATRIKA  TEWARI  
ISHITA  ARORA 

NAAILA  S IDDIQ I  
SUHANI  T IWARI  

D IYA  S INGH 
YOGANJANA S INGH 

ANUSHKA JA IN  
R IYA  DAWRA

SUHANI  S INGH
SHARMISHTHA NIGAM 

ADIT I  MISHRA 
NANDINI  CHOPRA 

99.0
98.4
98.2
98.0
98.0
97.8
97.8
97.6
97.6
97.6
97.6
97.4
97.4
97.2
97.2
97.2
97.0
96.8
96.8

  C
las

s 1
0th

Cl
ass

 10
th   

ICSE ResultsICSE Results  



20
20

20
20

10

PAVNI  ARORA
AYESHA TARIQ
MAHI  LOHANI  
N IK ITA  SURI  

R ITU  SRIVASTAVA
VAANYA JA IN  

ARADHANA NAUTIYAL
MAUREEN MORRIS
NAVYA MAHAJAN

PANKHURI  VARSHNEY
SAANVI  GANGULY  
GOURANGI  VERMA
JANHAVI  PATHAK

PAAVANI  PAULENE  KALRA
PAYAL  TANDON

ALMAS FAT IMA BAQRI
LAVANYA SRIVASTAVA

DIVJOT  KAUR
ISHANVI  S INGH 
KETKI  SAXENA

ABHILASHA SRIVASTAVA
AHVANYA MANDHYAN 

96.8
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96.4
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AYONA KUMAR                        95.2
GENIAL LAL                             95.2
GURLEEN SINGH                       95.2 
HIYA GROVER                           95.2
JANNAT GULSHER                     95.2 
KHUSHI SHARMA                      95.2 
PRAGYA YADAV                        95.2
SHATAKSHI KHARE                   95.2
UDITA CHOWDHURY                  95.2
GAURICA V. MISHRA                 95.0
ISHITA JOSHUA                         95.0
KATYAYENI SINGH                    95.0
MEDHAVINI KAPOOR                 95.0
SIMRAH SIDDIQUI                     95.0
SNEHA PILLAI                          95.0
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Ananya Agarwal

Kulsoom Rizavi

Vedanti Singh

Anukriti Mishra

Shambhavi Krishna

Anusha Maheshwari

Devangi Dube

Urvi Varshney

Sanskriti Khosla

Shubhangi Dixit

Aishanya Gupta

Ananya Jain

Insha Fatima

Achint Marwa

Arika Agarwal

Saniya Sarosh

College Captain

College Vice-Captain

College Games Captain

College Games Vice-Captain

Cornwallis House Captain

Hodson House Captain

Lyons House Captain

Martin House Captain

Cornwallis House Vice-Captain

Hodson House Vice-Captain

Lyons House Vice-Captain

Martin House Vice-Captain

Cornwallis House Prefect

Hodson House Prefect

Lyons House Prefect

Martin House Prefect
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Immanuel Rao 

Arunima Mishra

Zoya Azhar 

Samriddhi Seth

Devangi Singh

Sushrita Sharma

Vedanshi Samant 

Fatima Zehra

Annie Tiru

Simran Mehra

Vidhi Sharma

Soumya Arora

Paavni Dewan

Shivangi Srivastava

Chahak Bhartiya

Nitya Agarwal

Riddhi Danani

Insiya Rizvi

Kalyani Singh

College Choir Prefect

College Choir Prefect

College Magazine Editor (English)

College Magazine Editor (Hindi)

College Magazine Editor (Art)

Website Prefect

Website Prefect

BEES Prefect

BEES Prefect

GK Club Prefect

GK Club Prefect

MUN prefect

MUN Prefect

Science Club Prefect

Boarding House Prefect

Boarding House Prefect

Psychology Club Prefect

Computer Club Prefect

Photography Club Prefect
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Vasavi Verma

Sara Mittra

Shyamali Tiwari

Sara Batool

Trisha Agarwal

Aradhana Yadav

Kavya Kohli

Malaeka Siddiqui

Swastika Katiyar

Pankhuri Pal

Jesal Kaur

Manjistha Maurya

Pooja Singh

Shubhi Sikka

Shaivya Setia

Ananya Sanyal

Riddhi Singh

Manjot Kaur

 

Photography Club Prefect

Special Activities President

Special Activities Vice-President

Special Activities Secretary

Special Activities Treasurer

Special Activities Treasurer

Gandhi Corner President

Gandhi Corner Vice-President

Gandhi Corner Joint Treasurer

Gandhi Corner Joint Treasurer

Gandhi Corner Secretary

PALS President

PALS Treasurer

PALS Treasurer

PALS Secretary

PALS Executive

PALS Executive

PALS ExecutiveThe
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Riddhi Danani (class 12) and Katyayni Bhatia (class 10)
started Thrifty Chic’s Closet. It is a thrift and
consignment store established by our students as an
endeavour to promote the culture of thrifting and up-
cycling clothes in India - a practice widely
acknowledged to be an excellent method for reducing
the waste produced by industries. The store has
successfully completed 800 orders in a short span of
3 months and expressed its gratitude towards the
college for having contributed to making the business
a success.

Saanhvi Srivastava, Anushka Srivatsan and Varangi
Singh, students of class 9, realized how difficult it
was to attend online classes in the lockdown. They
learnt the value of giving, taught by the college and
this gave rise to the initiative to teach
underprivileged children  through “SARVAGYA”,
which today has 15 volunteers teaching around 30
under-privileged children.

Vidushi Tandon, a talented 12 year old from the college, kept
herself occupied during the lockdown by honing her baking
skills. In September 2020, she decided to take it one step
further and establish her own brand, “Cookie Crumble." Vidushi
made Diwali hampers for more than 60 families, be it cookies,
cakes, brownies or chocolates.

Realizing that English was a major barrier and obstacle for these
children, Saanhvi developed an app which helps them pronounce
words correctly. 

Katyayni Joshi, a student of class 11, realized how the world
around her is rife with uncertainty and started writing about
issues that disturb her as a member of the coming
generation. She made the college proud by writing articles
for Voices of Youth, an online website run by UNICEF.
Through this platform, she got to share her ideas about
various issues like the coronavirus pandemic, pollution, and
global warming and was also provided with a wonderful
opportunity to learn and grow.

The Change MakersThe Change Makers
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Vrinda Vig and Vallary Pathak of Class 11, used
this lockdown to lay the substratum of a social
enterprise called “Unfolding" wherein the two
collaborated to merge their respective talents in
the field of graphic designing and art to create
journal diaries that were both theme-based and
customized. The graphic designing is
undertaken by Vrinda whereas the paintings
featured in the diary are made by Vallary.
All profits made from the brand are used for
procuring art kits and conducting art workshops
for underprivileged children across the city.
Through this venture, the two students hope to
promote the importance of art and provide
underprivileged children with the same
opportunities.

Udaan, a non-government, non-profit
organisation, aims at honing the talent and
skills of the underprivileged children of our
society. It is led by Lavanya Gupta
(Founder), Saumya Lal (Co-Founder), Palak
Jhunjhunwala (Head of Public Relations) and
Vaanya Jain (Organising Chair) under the
able guidance of Dr. P. Sharma (Teacher
Incharge).
The crux was to give a voice to change and
create a world that accepts and embraces
differences. Udaan has hosted several
learning sessions for the destitute on topics
like kitchen hygiene, menstrual hygiene,
climate change, sustainability, impactful
poetry, and storytelling, restricted not only
to children in Lucknow but also across the
State of Uttar Pradesh. Recently, Udaan was
honoured to receive special recognition for
its work by the honourable Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath.
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Varenya Razdan, a student of class 6 E took up
coding during the lockdown and became one of the
youngest game and app developers in the world.
Putting her efforts into action, she also published an
app on the Google Play Store called ‘Varenya’s
Translator App.’ The main function of the app is to
translate any word from English to other languages
like Greek, French, Russian, Italian, and many more. 
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Founded in May 2020, Stentorians: Voices of Change, is a student-
run, non- profit organisation for free expression on a completely
virtual background, giving people a place to voice their thoughts and
tell their stories. 
Sohangi, Shreshtha Agarwal, Meenal Khurana, Sukanya Agrawal and
Nainvi Chothwani aim and hope to be able to provide both the
speakers and listeners a way to learn more about the people around
them and all the struggles they face. 
The Stentonarians also launched a recent #mystory campaign, under
which anyone, regardless of their race, caste or creed, could
contribute and share the struggles and biases they faced. 

Cha
nge

 M
ake

rs
Cha

nge
 M

ake
rs   

be 
the 

cha
nge

be 
the 

cha
nge

  

Sarthak Foundation has set up phone bridge
classes to ensure education for children in rural
areas. Kisheeka Agarwal, a class 6 student,
donated four phones to Sarthak Foundation for
the online education of children and also
contributed 25 jute school bags and sketch pens to
an entire class of Sarthak Yellow Room.

Vaanya Bharagava, a student of class 4D, took
inspiration from a school project on land
pollution in our college. She came up with the
initiative named 'Vcreate' with a product line of
upcycled diyas, tablemats, paintings, greeting
cards, bottle vases, coasters, and table covers.  
Vanya was awarded the title of ‘Kidzpreneur’ by
‘Maa2Mom’, an online community of mothers, on
16th October 2020.

Lavanya Gupta of Class 10 launched 'The Inspire
You' podcast with the aim of spreading awareness
on important topics like mental health, the positive
impacts of a healthy diet, the art of decluttering
and staying motivated in these exhausting,
sorrowful times. Lavanya interviewed eminent
personalities who have not only inspired multiple
people but have also brought about a
distinguishable change in society through their
work and  lifestyle. 
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Ananya Jain of Class 12, established the Beyond
Stigma Welfare Society, a non-government
organisation in association with renowned
psychologists and psychiatrists across the
country, which is dedicated towards providing
a platform of relief to anyone in need. It aims at
providing guidance, counselling, therapy by
professionals, spreading awareness about and
removing the taboo associated with mental
health issues in our community. Through her
work, Ananya wants to assure people that
whatever be the cause of their suffering, help
will always be made available to them. 

Parisha Jain, a student of class 3 E, found the
concepts of loops, algorithms, strings, and
coordinate systems fascinating, and began to
work on developing her own game. She is
working on the design of an app that
educates people about the coronavirus
pandemic. Her idea of the app involves
spreading awareness about the pandemic and
the precautions people can take. Parisha
wishes to continue on the path of coding and
has already received her first game developer
certificate. Cha
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Palak Jhunjhunwala of 10-C combined
her passion for baking and social work
to start a home bakery called “Mad
Batter". The bakery has donated 400
food packets to the impoverished. It also
conducts baking workshops for younger
baking enthusiasts, the underprivileged
as well as International Organizations
like ‘EO South Asia’ and ‘The Round
Table India'. Furthermore, Palak started
a campaign called “The Right to
Breathe” to raise funds for donating a
ventilator to the government hospitals
in the State of Uttar Pradesh. She raised
a total of Rs. 6 lakh 80 thousand and
donated a ventilator to the COVID-19
ward at King George’s Medical
University.
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Dua Fatima of Class 3 E did an Ad film to
spread awareness about the pandemic.
Using her YouTube channel as a medium,
she spread the message of distributing
masks and sanitizers to those less fortunate
and unable to afford them.  She won the
first prize in an online acting competition
organized by The All-India Theatre Artist
Council. She won the special jury award at
the online acting competition organised by
Bangalore Hindi Theatre Group. Dua was the
youngest participant from all over India. She
was awarded the 'Surabhi Kanya Shakti
Samman' medal by the Surabhi Cultural
Group for her contributions towards
theatre, films, and social betterment.

In the midst of the pandemic, Nainvi Chothwani of
class 11 was inspired to use any time she had to put
her skills to use. As a result, she conducted a hand
lettering workshop under the name, “The Arcane”.  
She collected a total sum of Rs. 4000/-. Nainvi,
determined to contribute more, set out to collect a
sum of another Rs. 6000/- by designing two
Google forms for an ice-cream company, making
gift cards for a local business and designing a few
wedding cards and logos for local businesses. She
used 75% of the proceeds to donate food packets
to the underprivileged.

2020 saw our students, Riya Khattri (11A) and Aarushi
Mehra (11B) launch an online fashion label,
“Handmade by Aariya” (Aarushi+Riya). The store
started its operations with an initial capital of INR
5,000 each, marketing handmade coasters, tie-dye
sweatshirts and t-shirts, and has delivered hundreds
of orders pan India since its launch on July 10, 2020.
The online label employs three tailors and two
delivery partners with a vision to promote ‘Make in
India’. It aims at providing sustainable solutions to
the world of personal care and home decor by using
plastic free packaging. 



20

Ashwiti Das of Class 11 is associated with
Abhiruchi, a coaching and training institute
run by a group of visionary women of
Lucknow, as a visiting volunteer during their
open events and group activities. Abhiruchi
provides free education to open-minded and
intelligent children of under-privileged
families who are unable to expose them to
the mainstream culture. Thus, there remains
a gap in the holistic development of their
personalities. During the lockdown, she was
able to devote time to the children. She
shared educational videos from YouTube and
enrichment quizzes on the various topics
related to personality development. 

Our students, Reham Ramzi Khan and
Hannah Khan of class 11 started a new
business venture this year in the midst
of the pandemic called, “Illustration
Waves.” Operating since 27th
September, 2020, Reham and Hannah
sell their original, handmade paintings,
designs, and zentangle art printed on
products such as sippers, mugs, t-
shirts, cushions, stickers, hoodies et
cetera and make festive and occasional
hampers for birthdays and anniversaries
that are highly in demand. The main
force running behind Illustration Waves
was to promote the value of handmade
art and designs which are made with
patience, an extraordinary amount of
time and hard work, and by donating a
portion of their profits made to the
welfare of the underprivileged. 
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Shreshtha Agrawal of Class 11 started working
on a new project, “Drawing for a Cause” under
her social media art account, ‘Ember Horizons’
in April of 2020. The project was to help the
impoverished suffering silently due to the
sudden pandemic and provide them with some
aid. 80% of all the proceeds went towards
helping those who were  suffering the most due
to the pandemic. She also hosted online
workshops where she taught the essentials of
sketching and painting to more than 60
students. She raised an amount of ₹32,000
which she donated to an orphanage. 
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Aanya Varshney, a class 7 student, undertook the
initiative of establishing her own brand during the
lockdown, ‘Baking Instincts by Aanya’.  An avid baker,
she furthered her own knowledge in the field and has
completed more than a 100 orders. After Diwali, she
started working on making gift packages with plum
and carrot cake for Christmas and New Year. Aanya
also involved other children to help her in tasks like
packaging. It is currently under the process of
registration from FSSAI. It also has a mascot (Daisy
Donut). According to her, Daisy Donut is a baby
elephant who shares her enthusiasm for food and
baking.

‘Shiksha' is a student-run, non-profit
organisation dedicated towards helping the
underprivileged who are kept back from
getting an education due to orthodox family
beliefs or lack of resources. It was founded
by our students Rajvee Arora, Riya Bajaj,
Manushri of class 10 and Samridhi Rastogi
(alumnus La Martiniere Girls’ 

During lockdown, Ishita Malhotra and Saniya
Sarosh, understanding the importance of mental
health, took the initiative to help anyone suffering
from mental health disorders. "Pursuit of
Happiness" is a student-run organisation born out
of the realisation that a majority of Indians are
unaware of mental health disorders and are
unable to seek help because of the stigma
associated with them. The students wish to bring
about a change and reduce the stigma
surrounding mental health. They especially want
to help students dealing with such issues and
provide a safe space for the discussion of mental
health related issues.

College, Batch of 2020). It has conducted five drives as of
now which include two distribution drives of stationery
kits and masks, and sanitizers respectively. Their third
drive was an educational drive wherein the children were
taught about the precautionary measures and symptoms
related with the COVID-19 pandemic.
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During the lockdown, Taieen Zainab, studying in
class 5, used leftover waste materials from her home
to create several items and also made instructive
videos and uploaded them on her channel, ‘Crafty
World TZ ’.  The likes, comments and subscribes
instilled a new confidence in her and today she has
posted 55 videos based on craft, calligraphy and
much more.

Founded in July 2020 by Meenal Khurana a student of
Class 11, 'Ethereal Hues' is a non-profit artsy brand. The
organisation’s aim is to be a platform for young minds to
explore art. Meenal organises several art workshops and
25% of the collected funds are donated to charity. She
organised an online four-week beginner sketching
program and another online 3-week beginner
watercolour and sketching program. Meenal’s paintings
have also been sold at an exemplary rate, encouraging
and empowering her. The funds collected from these
were divided to help the less privileged in the form of
sanitizers, masks and face shields.

Our students, Mahi Suri and Nisika Vaish of class 9
laid the foundation for a platform wherein people
would unite under one cause and work towards the
betterment of the society, and thus ‘Sorriso,’
(Italian for ‘smile’) came into being. Since its
establishment, they have conducted 3 successful
social-welfare drives distributing masks and
sanitisers in the slum areas of Lucknow. They also
distributed other essentials at a nursing home
along with 200 food packets across the city.
They collaborated with ‘Paws and Claws’ under the
"Drives of Humanity Project" in which they fed stray
animals in different areas for 3 days.
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